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fAirliff Is 
| To Bring Back 
1,1 13 Captives 

First Arrivals 
Due iri Miami 
This Morning 

By JERRY O’LEARY, JR. 

Star Staff Writer 

MIAMI, Dec. 22.— The Cu- 
bans who staged the hopeless 
invasion of the Bay 6f Pigs 20 
months ago were to begin re- 
turning to freedom tomorrow. 

Everything is ready 'for the 
arrival here of the 1,113 


Spirits Reported 
Accord 


High 


after a Miami businessman, 
DougIa§ R. Voorhees, protested 
shipment of the goods to Cuba; 
and attempted to throw a box: 
of medicine into the harbor. 

notiofan Signs First 

Mr. Donovan, who also nego- 
tiated the exchange with the 
Russians of U-2 pilot Francis 
Gary Powers for Soviet spy 
Rudolf Abel, told the committee 
by telephone from Havana that 
he signed the pact first. Then 
Mr. Castr$ took the documents 
away with him and held them 
: for several hours before signing 
them, Mr. Donovan reported. 

Twice before, in August and 
: again October, Mr. Castro 
.seemed on the verge of agree- 
ing to exchange the prisoners 
and then broke off the talks. 
This time it seemed to be only 
a question of whether the re 
lease would occur tomorrow dr 
Monday. 

Havana radio said flatly to- 
.ay the release would not take 
ace until Monday, but specu 
lation here was that Castro was 


Over Prisonc 

Page A-6 tossing a red herring into the 
j complex agreement either 
through mere perversity or to 
keep his volatile citizenry out of 
the way when the prispn gates 
open. 

State and Justice Department 
officials, as well as representa- 
tives of Dade County, Fla., and 
the American Red Cross, have 
[set up headquarters at Home- 
stead. The first plane will re- 
turn with a contingent of be- 


young Cubans who have sur- 
vived Castro’s Russian guns and 
prisons. Miami’s nearly 200,- 
000 Cuban exiles are in a 
mounting ecstacy of excitement 
at the prospect of seeing their 
beloved “muchaehos.” 

A State. Department official 
here tonight said the first Pan' 

American Airways plane would 
leave for Havana at 5 a.m. to-! 
morrow, loaded with some % A T 

the food and drugs that will 2506 

make up the ransom for the K 

captives. One Plane at a Time 

, Two more planes were to Officials said only one plane 
j leave from here at 6 and 6:30 will be on the grdund at a time 
I f “ m ; . £ e ® in the airlift shuttle in the Cuban capital during 

that will continue until ^11 of the shuttle. The flight from 
the prisoners have been re- Florida to Havana takes 40 
the two: minutes for a propeller- driven 
j shuttle planes is expected back D-C6B. Turn-around time at 
I in Miami about 8:30 a.m. to* Homestead will be about 35 
m< ^\ row ' minutes, but it is unpredicta - 

Mr. Castro has signed an. ble how long it will take each 
.agreement with Attorney James plane to clear Havana, festi- 
i B. Donovan, negotiator for the mates of the number of planes 
Cuban Families Committee, to be used range from two to 
consenting to realease the pris-i six 

Mated 1 453* million hf med^V Ever * effort wlU be made *> 
“ medlCaI complete the airlift in one day 

but it might run into a second 
day since the mission calls for 
.. „ , « „ . .. ^ no night flying, officials said. 

Pan American has offered its 
i£3.S. African Pilot,, bearing the planes for the mercy flights 
, internationally known symbol free of charge, it was under- 
1 of mercy — the Red Cross— stood 

J avana . at Still hanging over the prep- 

» 1 ? 8 mur l0 d ^ d abou ^ aration was uneasy speculation 

food 1 ° f med,cme and that Mr. Castro might turn the 
of ,■ 4 . exchange into another cliff- 

- nots * ^ hanger through unwillingness 
to €Xchan ? e all of the prisoners 
^? n ?-^ 14 F h ° UrS , for only a P art of the ransom. 

aroii^th* rhis Possibility seemed un- 

around the ship this afternoon nkei^, however, since three nf 

Mr. Castro’s doctors were per- 
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the cargo yesterday. The trio 
flew home this morning, seem- 
ingly well pleased with what 
they saw on African Pilot. 

■ Quick Processing • 

When the prisoners arrive at 
Homestead, they will be proc- 
essed as quickly as possible ac- 
cording to Government sources. 
They , will be screened by the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service and will receive physi- 


After they have eaten, the! 
men will board buses and be 
driven to Dinner Key in the 
Coconut Grove section of Mi-' 
ami, where there is a huge : 
auditorium with a. large park- * 
ing area. It is here that vir- ' 
tually every Cuban exile ini 
Florida is expected to stage an 
uproarious welcome for the i 
men they have come to idolize i 
No relatives, sweethearts or 
friends of the invasion forced 
will be permitted to enter' 
Homestead, Their first .sight of 
the returnees Will be at Dinner 
Key. 

Leon Levin?, public relations 
man for a New York firm, said 
Committee Chairman Alvaro 


supllies and .foods. 

Ship Sails 


©empe ana wiu receive pnysi- oo nr w iv I 

cal checkups from both United te ii ’il'’ was al ^ owe d to 

States and Florida health au- ■ 

thoritics. Those who are sick d 0 ! f S ' th Is]e of Plnes 
will be taken directly to Miami telephone they were about 
hospitals, where beds “already to be released, 
have been reserved. Mr. Sanchez and another 

Each man will be given a negotiator, Mrs. Virginia Bet- 
change of underwear, a short- ancourt akh x 

sleeved shirt and khaki trous- ^ “ A, w f e alJowed to 
ers. He also will receive a small; "fv Wlth 14 prisoners 

amount of cash, probably $60, at Castillo el Principe Pris- 
as every Cuban refugee does on in Havana to tell the 900 

fMrv e 0thers there of toe eminent 

country, inis money ■ comes ( release 

from the Department of Health, i t<rT ,. * ^ 

Education and Welfare. ; iiley rea cted excitedly and 

Then the prisoners will be : ™ slleci awa ^ to tell the others,” 
given a hot meal at “Home- j Sanchez reported by phone 
stead— not too big a meal be- from Havana. 

2S££S££%’K£K “ 

jails and too much food might; . € Miai ‘“ with the last- 

rfiMs-RGtf?75- 00001 R00&1 QffJWO&l^l prisoners. Zj 
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Douglas R. Voorhees, of Miami, is restrained by Coast Guardsmen at 
■ffoii Everglades yesterday as he attempted to Stop the loading oi_food 
and drug* hound for Cuba In the prisoner exchange.— AP Wirephoto. 
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